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The monthly meeting of the Allegheny County Jail Oversight Board was held on Thursday,
June 2, 2016, in the Gold Room of the Courthouse in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 4:00 p.m.

Members present: 
The Honorable Judge Joseph Williams
Lynn Griffin representing County Controller Chelsa Wagner
Austin Davis representing Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald
Joe Catanese representing County Council President John DeFazio
Sheriff William Mullen

Also present were Warden Harper, Chief Deputy Warden Latoya Warren, Marion Damick and other interested parties.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Ms. Marion Damick representing the Pennsylvania Prison Society addressed the Board with the following: 
· Supplied two newspaper articles for the board to review.

A. Council Approves Bills to Divert Minor Offenders From Court Systems, New York Times
B. Judge, in Striking Move, Keeps Felon Out of Prison, New York Times

· Recently visited an inmate and received a tour of the intake at the ACJ and noted that things have positively changed in that area. Everything is now electronic. When Ms. Damick asked Capt. Hungerman, who led the tour, how long an individual was in the intake area, the response was it could take up to a maximum of 2.5 days. Ms. Damick was informed that when an individual is admitted you are not officially in the ACJ until you receive a bracelet. Most of the delays come when an individual must go through medical screening before they receive a bracelet. It was suggested that there may not be enough medical staff to ensure that there are no delays in this processing. During this tour, Ms. Damick addressed the cold atmosphere inside of the cells. It was suggested that the additional blanket that the inmates receive in winter months be kept throughout the year to provide warmth as needed throughout the year.
· Technical violations were at 183 in April. Ms. Damick is hoping to see this number eventually go down.
· The number of inmates under 18 years of age is very disturbing. Judge Williams asked what can be done with an individual who is under 18 years of age who commits major crime like murder. Ms. Damick replied that there should be some sort of facility in between jail and Shuman Detention Center that is specifically designated for this age group. Judge Williams replied that sometimes this age group is the worst due to the fact their parents are crackheads. Some of these juveniles grow up with neural issues due to fact the mother was addicted when they were born. They cannot focus, cannot stay in school, are doing drugs, become gang members and end up killing people. Can this kind of juvenile be placed in Shuman with a kid who does not have these issues? Do you place them with harder adult criminals? What can we do with a juvenile who is accused of killing people? There are no resources to build a separate facility just for these juveniles. Ms. Damick explained that this all relates to the issue with guns and drugs. Judge Williams stated that these juveniles are way beyond the phase of access to guns and drugs. These juveniles have actually put their thoughts into actions, accessed these things and have executed someone. These individuals are where they are due to committing a heinous crime. Ms. Damick stated that there is more focus on research and there needs to be more action on fixing the problem. Judge Williams agreed but stated that this issue was beyond the boards’ resources. These are issues that need to be brought to state legislator’s attention.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
A motion to approve the minutes of May 5, 2016 by Mr. Davis and seconded by Mr. Catanese and unanimously approved by the board.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Judge Williams listed the three items that he provided to the board for review.

A. U.S. Department of Justice: Roadmap to Reentry (article)
B. IOP Spring 2016 Report (article)
C. The Return- A Documentary (internet)

These articles are very interesting in showing how we are moving as a country in regards to reentry. Judge Williams agreed with Ms. Damick and her concerns. The county is trying to work on a basic assessment upon entry to figure out why the individuals are there and why they keep returning. We need to start focusing on how to craft a more sensitive behavioral modification pyridine. Where would we be without humanitarians who are dreamers? In this forum we are able to look at how we deal with inmates and their safety and health. What can we do to enhance their quality of life so that they do not return? What motivates us to make change? Do we ever make change without media involvement just because it’s for the higher good? If you want change, you have to be that change. 

WARDEN’S REPORT:

Warden Harper addressed the following:
· Ms. Terri Klein had recently inquired about virtual visitation for children of incarcerated parents. Through a support program, virtual visitation has been established with the Children’s Institute and the Pittsburgh Mercy Health System. Equipment has been secured and this program should start late July- early August. Thank you to the chief for assisting with this.
· Provided to the board was a Detoxification Flow Chart for review. Judge Williams elaborated to say that what the Warden is referring to is how we can reduce the risk to individuals entering ACJ under the influence by having more health care members around as well as people to monitor them during their first 72 hours of detox.
· There are currently 46 individuals in the Allegheny County Correctional Officers Academy who will be graduating late July- early August.
· A second Psychiatrist and a Clinical Manager for the medical department have been recently hired at the ACJ. Also recently hired was a Captain for Operations. 
· The juvenile POD should be finished by mid-July with a capacity of 108. There are currently 11 juveniles which are incarcerated at the ACJ. Judge Williams stated that the troubling part of incarcerated juveniles is they are so tribal and territorial that it makes for a very violent and handicapped population with respect to dispute resolution and other issues that more mature inmates would not present. Warden Harper explained that Deputy Long is in charge of training correction officers on how to deal with the juvenile population. We are going to be ensuring that these juveniles are involved in programs and getting the education they need.

DEPUTY WARDEN’S REPORT: 

None

OLD BUSINESS: 

None

NEW BUSINESS:
None

ALLEGHENY COUNTY MEDICAL SERVICES
A. ALLEGHENY HEALTH NETWORK:  
Dr. Aloysius stated that they are still aggressively hiring. Judge Williams inquired as to whether Ms. Damick’s comment, regarding there not being enough medical staff in the intake area to evaluate individuals, was true. Dr. Aloysius replied that he would need to research the issue in order to be able to give an accurate response. Judge Williams asked if he could research it to figure out if this is an issue that needs an expedited resolution. 
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS REPORTS:
Program for Offenders- Ms. Carol Hertz, Director, mentioned that the facility has been preparing for the state license inspection that’s upcoming and will report back the results once they have been received.
The Renewal Center- Mr. Adam Zak, County Case Manager Supervisor, reported that during the last week they had a successful PREA audit take place and were found to be in full compliance with PREA. Residents and staff recently volunteered for the Susan G. Coleman Race and will be working the upcoming Three Rivers Arts Festival as well.
Electronic Monitoring- Mr. Steve Esswein highlighted the April 2016 report. There were 832 participants in the program. During this time, 124 participants successfully completed the program and 19 individuals were removed for violations. For the month, Electronic Monitoring has saved 30,070 jail days.
Goodwill- Danielle Brown, Case Manager, announced that the staff next week will be attending training on NARCAN nasal spray which assists in reversing the effects of a drug overdose.
A motion to adjourn made by Mr. Davis, duly seconded by Sheriff Mullen and approved by the Board.

Respectfully submitted,



Chelsa Wagner
Secretary









