


The monthly meeting of the Allegheny County Jail Oversight Board was held on Thursday, March 6, 2014, in Conference Room #1 of the Courthouse in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 4:00 p.m.
	
The following members were present:
The Honorable Judge Donna Jo McDaniel
The Honorable Judge Joe Williams
Dr. Claire Walker
Brad Korinski representing The Honorable Chelsa Wagner
Deputy Sheriff Rizzo representing The Honorable Sheriff William Mullen
Joe Catanese is representing The Honorable John DeFazio, President of Council
Austin Davis representing The Honorable Rich Fitzgerald
	
Also present were Warden Orlando Harper, Deputy Warden Long, Deputy Warden Emerick; Marion Damick; Doug Williams, Chuck Madarino, Larry Ludwig, Mike Gilmore, Carol Hertz, and other interested parties.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mrs. Marion Damick reminded the Board of the following:
· Requested a moment of silence for Marsha Hinton.  Mrs. Damick stated that she sacrificed for the Public Safety System, and will be missed.  Judge McDaniel added she was a great person who always came through and agreed that this is a big loss.
· Good news that Sister Barbara Finch has been reinstated.
· Mrs. Damick stated that the Warden provided in his announcements the Grievance Policy.  
· Reported that the Behavior Clinic does not work on weekends – after 3pm on Friday they are gone.  This is bad for prisoners considered mentally ill are not classified until they see the Behavioral Clinic which means no classifications on the weekends.  Mrs. Damick inquired about funds to hire so that the Behavior Clinic is open on weekends.
· Reported on a recent inmate who left Goodwill without permission.  He ended up dead and no one knew he had died.  How can this be avoided in the future.
· Conflict between DOC vs. Jail on number of state inmates in Allegheny County Jail.  Monies provided from the state are not truly paying for everything.  In addition it increases the populations which are already overcrowded.  This is a problem that needs to be looked into.  The Warden could communicate with the state to make sure there is enough room.
· Currently 280 juveniles in the Allegheny County Jail.  Inmates are kept separate.  Most are Black, and must have an education while in Jail which is provided by AIU.  Now we see that the Jail Commissary fund and Urban League is paying AIU GED’s.
· The President asked for a Caseworker supervisor to come to the meeting, and no one presented.  
· Have you received funding for the Literacy Program?
· Report on how West Law is working better than Nexus.

Judge Responded to the Goodwill issue:  The gentleman who left Goodwill is an escapee and warrants are issued.  Warden developed policies for notifications when an inmate escaped.  Warden Harper will check with Goodwill.  On the caseworker report Warden agreed to make sure someone is here for next meeting.

Dr. Claire Walker wanted to follow up on the New Complaint and Grievance system in the jail.  The new form has carbon to it so the resident who submits the form has a copy of the form.

Sister Barbara Finch discussed:
	First, thank you for the opportunity.  Her purpose is to be constructive.  Sister Finch is asking that the Oversight board look more closely into the Staffing Issues.  We have had a shortage since Corizon started and have not gotten back to the level to meet the inmates’ needs adequately and efficiently.

Judge McDaniel responded that she has met with Corizon and one of the items discussed was staffing or lack of staffing.  At that time there were 3 or possibly 4 top spots that have not been filled.  In addition there were to be 7 nursing slots that were to be filled, as they said they will be filled in the very near future.  If after the slots are filled, health services are still short-staffed, please feel free to contact me or appear before the board.

Sister Finch asked that we look at a policy of Primary Health Care which was used under the former company.  Each staff member was hired for a particular function, and that was a better way of care as you acquire an efficiency and competency in doing this.  Judge agreed that we need to provide good health services.

Brad Korinski stated that the Controller’s Office is conducting a contract compliance audit.  We did ask Corizon a series of questions, but Corizon responded without answering any of the questions.  Corizon requested that we refer all questions to the County Executive.  The Controller does not have to ask the County Executive nor is it our regular practice to ask the County Executive rather than the Vendor.  We ask that Corizon comply with the Controller’s Office.


APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

The minutes of February 6, 2014 were motioned for approval by Austin Davis and seconded by Brad Korinski and approved by the members of the Board.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President McDaniel welcomed Judge Joseph Williams as a new member of the Jail Oversight Board.

Judge McDaniel passed out a Legal Opinion authored by Judge Manning on Placing of Inmates in Alternative Housing.  Jurisdiction of the jail is under the Warden..  Judge McDaniel agreed.  Dr. Walker asked does the opinion address the characteristics or criteria for transfer of a resident to alternative housing.  Judge McDaniel stated that the Jail developed the protocol, for example sex offenders.  Dr. Walker asked that the JOB receive a copy of the protocol.  Warden stated he would distribute.
	
WARDEN’S REPORT:

Warden Harper informed the Board:

· Thank you Mrs. Damick for the kudos for the Inmate Complaint Procedure.  Complaints are answered within 10-15 days.
· Warden will talk with Team Corizon to see if it is feasible for mental health classifications to be done on weekends.  Corrected that he will speak with Janice Dukes.
· We do not have 280 juveniles in our Jail we have 19.
· Discussed promotions and hired an Application Administrator for the IT in the Jail.  OMS, Vendor management system.  Dr. Walker asked if the juveniles are in fact separate from the adults.  Warden responded no they are not.  Judge McDaniel added that she read a study where it is worse when Juveniles are kept separate from general inmates, and it is better for them to be placed with the other inmates.

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS:

Deputy Long presented Executive Actions:

· GED - $29,975.00.  A question on GED.  Dr. Walker asked are these GEDs for adults and juveniles.  If yes, then some of this should be paid for under the required education at least for juveniles.  AIU provides this.  Why is the cost of administering the Exam paid for by the residents?  Deputy Long will look into it.  Also for the adults, though the legal issue is different it is a moral issue and why  isn’t the cost of administering the GEDs .in the jail budget.  Although GEDs are not mandated for adults, they are a part of the Jail’s responsibility for helping people sentenced to Jail return to society better than they went in.  Dr. Walker asked why the families should be taxed for this.  This is being raised as a Moral Issue.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

None

PRESENTATION BY CORIZON

Prior to the start of the Corizon presentation, Dr. Walker requested to receive the Corizon information in advance.  Corizon agreed to do get what they can in advance.  Bob Orrick said Corizon should be able to send the information by the first or second of the month.

While reviewing the report from Corizon with Jail Oversight Board, there were discrepancies noted on that which was presented versus what was provided earlier to the Board.  Information was revised to include dental.  Request was made to provide better detail and separate out information, i.e. Clinic Visits will be broken down to Medical, Dental, Lab Services, MH Referrals – Mental Health Specialists and Mental health Nurses.
Mental Health Admissions are not included in the Infirmary numbers.  Brad Korinski asked what defines a Mental Health Specialist – Master of Psychology, and there are currently 9 mental health professionals.

Brad Korinski asked about the concerns of Medication issues.  Corizon stated that Custody helps deliver medications early.  Additional staff has been brought on, and additional folks have been trained.  Last couple of weeks no complaints or concerns from the jail.  A pharmacy machine will be implemented within the next few weeks to provide prepackaged medication.  How many people in General pop are on Psychotropic medications?  Answer:   608 inmates.

Dr. Walker also inquired about the use of  safe needles and has that been corrected?  Answer was that safer needles are being used currently.
Conclusion of Meeting
Judge McDaniel indicated that there will be two presentations at nnext month’s meeting, one by  Corizon and one by Jail caseworkers.



COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS REPORTS

· Female Offenders – Nothing to report.
· House Arrest – Nothing to report – Request to be on agenda for the Intermediate Punishment Plan.  Make sure with the Warden that it gets through to our Executive Actions.
· Program for Offenders, Inc. – Nothing to report.
· Goodwill – Nothing to report.

ADJOURNMENT

The Board unanimously approved a motion by Sheriff Mullen, duly seconded by Austin Davis to adjourn.  The Allegheny County Jail Oversight Committee meeting was adjourned at 4:49 p.m.

	Respectfully submitted,




	Chelsa Wagner
	Secretary




