
 

The monthly meeting of the Allegheny County Jail Oversight Board was held on Thursday, October 2, 
2014, in Conference Room #1 of the Courthouse in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Members present:  
The Honorable Judge Donna Jo McDaniel 
The Honorable Judge Joe Williams 
M. Gayle Moss 
County Controller Chelsa Wagner 
Austin Davis representing Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald 
County Council President John DeFazio 
Kevin Kraus representing County Sheriff William Mullen 
Dr. Claire Walker 
Nadia Lazo, Esq.  
 
Others attending: Warden Orlando Harper, Marion Damick, Sister Barbara Finch, 
Deputy Warden LaToya Warren,  Dr. Joseph Aloysius, Rev. Caityn Werth, Amy Kroll and other interested 
parties.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mrs. Marion Damick addressed the board with the following issues: 

• The Flat Fee Contract with a health agency can save the county money; however there are 
still unresolved problems with it.   

• The clause in Article 6, of the contract signed by Corizon, says that services shall be provided 
in accordance with standards promulgated by the National Commission on Correctional 
Heath Care. 

• NCCHC standards require that medication services are to be clinically, appropriate, and 
provided in a timely, safe and sufficient manner.     

• Another standard requires that persons may enter the facility on prescription meds and 
continue to receive the medication in a timely fashion or accept the alternative meds as 
provided. 
 

 Ms. Damick asked the board to consider these requirements when reviewing these topics with the 
current health provider, Corizon.   
 
Ms. Damick mentioned the Jail Collaborative hoping to start a Civic Committee of Employers who would 
meet several times a year to discuss what is needed to benefit people in the jail. 
 
Ms. Damick also requested that alternative housing providers give updates during the Jail Oversight 
Board meetings rather than saying that they have nothing to report. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Ms. Moss offered a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 24, 2014; Ms. Walker 
seconded the motion.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 



 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

President McDaniel invited   board members and others to attend a press conference on Monday, 
October 6, 2014 at the Allegheny County Jail pertaining to The Urban Institute’s evaluation of the Jail 
Collaborative Re-entry Program.  The evaluation found that the reentry program is effective in reducing 
recidivism.  
 
 WARDEN’S REPORT: 
 
Warden Harper reiterated to the Board that the press conference at the jail is Monday, October 6, 2014 
and will begin at 10:30am and emphasized what good news this is about the Jail Collaborative Re-Entry 
Program. 

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS: 

Deputy Warden LaToya Warren respectfully requested just under $180,000.00 to cover 15 months, 
October 2014-December 2015, for the Hope Pre-release Program for the inmates. A motion to approve 
the expenditure was made by Ms. Moss and seconded by Mr. DeFazio, and approved by the board. 

Dr. Walker stated, and President McDaniel agreed, it would be helpful to see the outcome data of all the 
programs so individuals are able to make sound oversight and management decisions. Deputy Warren 
stated it is now written into all contracts that all programs will report information in the Jail 
Collaborative application data system and the board will see more data from these programs for which 
funding is requested. Deputy Warren added she will be extending an invitation to Erin Dalton, Deputy 
Director of Allegheny County Department of Human Services and designer of the data system, to attend 
the next Jail Oversight Board meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 

Dr. Walker would like to bring before the board in future information from the observations of family 
relationship programs in the Jail and alternative housing programs which she is currently carrying out 
with Jail staff.  These visits are being conducted to  illuminate what is happening, or could happen, in 
terms of strengthening healthy family relationships for individuals who are incarcerated. 

 Judge McDaniel stated that they are completing approximately 2 years of work on the Batterer’s 
Intervention Programs for defendants in domestic violence cases. These individuals are required to 
attend and complete this valuable program. The funds for these programs are coming from Department 
of Human Services so they can be regulated and to ensure the programs are consistent. 

Ms. Wagner informed the board that the Corizon Audit is in its final stages and she will be sharing the 
findings with the Board once the draft is complete. The audit has been slowed significantly due to the 
additional step of working with the legal counsel representing Corizon. This requires additional layers of 



 

approvals before it reaches the Controller’s Office. Ms. Wagner stated the  importance of  no further 
delays from Corizon. The audit should be available for the Board to review within 3 weeks, without 
additional delays by Corizon. Controller Wagner suggested since the issues with Corizon are of public 
concern, it may be advantageous to hold a public meeting so that questions may be addressed and the 
findings explained from the audit. 

 

PRESENTATION BY CORIZON 

Dr. Aloysius reported to the board that clinic volume continues to increase as well as an increase in 
physicals performed at the jail. He stated that during a couple of weekends, volume was so great that 
additional providers were brought in to help.  Dr. Aloysius informed the board Corizon is working 
towards improving productivity and seeing patients in a more timely fashion so these special 
arrangements will not be needed in the future. The number of mental health referrals increased from 
April to August because of a redefinition of referrals to include consults and medication readjustments 
and reorders. There was a decrease in vacancies, and a slowing of staff turnovers in August. Dr. Aloysius 
indicated that there is strong recruiting occurring to fill positions. 

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS REPORTS 

• Female Offenders – Nothing to report. 

• House Arrest – Nothing to report  

• Renewal, Inc. – Nothing to report. 

• Goodwill – Nothing to report. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn at 4:45pm made by Kevin Kraus, duly seconded by Austin Davis, the Board 
unanimously approved the motion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Chelsa Wagner 

Secretary 

 

 


