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The monthly meeting of the Allegheny County Jail Oversight Board was held on Thursday November 1, 
2018 in Conference Room #1 of the Allegheny County Courthouse in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 4:00 
PM.  

Members Present 
Honorable Judge David Cashman 
Kevin Kraus representing Sheriff Mullen 
County Controller Chelsa Wagner  
Barbara Parees representing County Executive Rich Fitzgerald 
Councilman DeFazio 
Terri Klein 
Abass Kamara  
Others in attendance:  
Warden Orlando Harper 
Marion Damick of the Pennsylvania Prison Society  
 

1. Review of the Minutes for October 4, 2018 and September 6, 2018 
The Board unanimously approved a motion by Abass Kamara, duly seconded by Kevin Kraus to 

approve the minutes of the October 4, 2018 Board meeting.  

The Board unanimously approved a motion by Abass Kamara, duly seconded by Councilman 

Defazio to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2018 Board meeting.  

 
2. President’s Report  

The John and Catherine McArthur foundation and the funding that they were giving across the 
country for the reduction in the jail population. We had applied for it last year and it did not 
receive it even though we graded higher than Philadelphia. I gave it to Philadelphia. Philadelphia 
had more of a problem. That's always the way it works. I can tell you that from experience when 
I was a solicitor at ALCOSAN, but it was given to us this year. It's a two year grant for $2,000,000, 
will increase the number of personnel, two additional people from the DA's office who will be 
assigned to doing pretrial screening. And the fundamental push that we're going to have is on 
the criminal docket to hopefully reduce the length of time that people who are in our jail waiting 
for a disposition of their cases.  
 
We're also going to expand the access of our pretrial risk information to a magistrate district 
judges just so that they can better set bonds and when they're hearing the case at the 
preliminary hearing stage, or even at the informal arraignment, we'll also try to expedite the 
disposition of probation detainers from the criminal court side of that we're trying to 
consolidate the detainer hearing with the trial of the charge that caused the detainer so that 
once that initial trials over the detainer would be addressed rather than having to wait for a 
violation hearing more. We changed it from a technical violation to a convicted violator. And the 
last thing, which I think is probably the most important, is to try to develop local competency 
restoration. So we don't have to work with Torrance because that's almost impossible. We're 
supposed to have 125 beds out there and we rarely get more than 50 and it's a very tough 
turnaround and we're going to see if we can do that. Is that when it was the ability to identify 
those people that need immediate psychiatric help we can see if we can put them in other 
facilities. That's it for my report. 

3. Warden’s Report  
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Good evening everybody. I would just like to report to the board that the Allegheny county 
Elections Department reported to the jail yesterday to do the absentee voting for inmates in the 
jail. Any inmate not serving a felony sentence is eligible to vote. They must be a registered voter. 
They must request to do an absentee vote. And yesterday the Elections department came in to 
allow these individuals to vote. So I just wanted to advise the board of that. Secondly, I just want 
to inform the board that it's our responsibility to ensure the safety and security of everybody 
that lives in, in the ACJ. And we take this obligation very serious. We have met with community 
representatives on October the 22nd 2018 to just get feedback as to how that they can 
recommend some improvements. So we are out in the community to try to solicit feedback as to 
how, you know, we can improve processes at the jail. So I just really wanted to let the board 
know that you want to ensure that we're doing everything in our power to ensure the safety 
and security we're reaching out to the community and anybody that wants to meet with 
managers of the ACJ, we are willing to meet with them to better processes at the ACJ. 
 
Judge Cashman: 
I want to bring it up to the item, contained in our memorandum and that is the request for an 
expensive of $8,262 for thermal shirts to be included in the holiday gift package given to all of 
the inmates in jail. This has been going on for a number of years. My recollection is that the cost 
may be a little bit higher. It's fairly close from years past. It’s fine task and I think it's one that 
ought to be approved by the board. 
 
The Board unanimously approved a motion by Councilman Defazio, duly seconded by Abass 

Kamara to approve the expense of $8,262 dollars for thermal shirts.  

 
4. Deputy Warden’s Report  

Covered by Judge Cashman above. 
 

5. Old Business 
Nothing to report. 

 
6. New Business 

Marion Damick: 
I was hoping we would start with a moment of silence. I live within four houses of the 
synagogue. I heard the gun shots, and the police were on my porch. They were shooting on my 
porch; I thought a movie was going on. And then they said get away from the windows. It 
deserves a moment of silence. *Moment of silence observed* 
 

7. Allegheny County Jail Medical Services  
a. Allegheny County Health Network 

Allegheny Health Network: Recently on boarded a staff educator. Specialty offsite visits 
are lower than usual since we have added a sports medicine physician. 
 
Judge Cashman: I am going o make note of the fact that we have 23 pregnant women in 
the jail. One of the things I see is that almost half of them are on a controlled substance.  
Allegheny Health Network: I would like to point out that this is the total number of 
pregnant women that have come into the jail during this reporting period. As of today 
we have 8, 3 of which are on an opioid replacement program. 
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Warden Harper: I would also like to add that we are constantly looking for ways to 
release these individuals.  
 
Terri Klein: I was wondering if we knew the number of women who are in the jail 
because they cannot make a cash bail? 
 
Judge Cashman: Almost all of the women who are there are there because of detainers 
or because of very serious crimes. We started the non-monetary bond system in 2007, 
and the population of the jail has been fairly consistent. 
 

8. Community Corrections Reports  
a. The Program for Offenders 

Mike Gilmore – we partnered with Mercy Behavioral Health to provide positive 
parenting training for the males that are in our program. The first week is going o 
graduate today and we look forward to starting a second group. 

b. The Renewal Center 
Adam Zach – We made a presentation about our program to the Jail Collaborative at 
their October meeting. We also have some projects coming up for our men and women 
to participate in. We have the turkey trot, EQT 10 miler, and then we also do a 
community thanksgiving dinner on Thanksgiving Day.  

c. Electronic Monitoring 
Jackie Piot – Closed September with 770, 146 new cases, 89 successfully removed, 2 
technical violations.  

d. Goodwill 
Goodwill received a grant from Goodwill Industries along with 5 other cities; for reentry 
enrichment. This program is for older adults over 25. 

 
9. Public Comment 

Judge Cashman: Marion I will get back to you around the first of December to schedule a 
meeting. 
 
Marion Damik: I would like to mention that Goodwill and the Renewal Center have the highest 
success rate of outside programs. I think it would be good to ask them what helps them to be 
successful. I am sad to see that STDs percentages have increased. ER runs have also increased 
this month. I do ask that you take a chance to read this report so that at these meetings we can 
start to question specific things. 
 

10. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 4:21pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Chelsa Wagner 
Secretary  
 


