To: Allegheny County Jail Oversight Board
RE: Report of unannounced inspection Allegheny County Jail by Judge Kelly Bigley 
      afternoon of July 18, 2024. 

I arrived at the jail main entrance and was escorted to the 7th floor juvenile unit. There are currently 23 male juveniles on unit and there is a max capacity of 62. The unit displays amazing artwork created by the juveniles both past and present. After speaking with a number of the juveniles the only issues brought to my attention were lockdowns due to staff shortages and one individual who was unaware of the process for requesting new slides to wear. 
I observed the conditions on unit 5C and noted no concerns. Individuals on this unit have been determined to be seriously mentally ill and some are awaiting transport to Torrance State Hospital.
I observed the Conditions on the 5th Floor medical including the clinic to see all of the medical treatment options available.  While on the 5th floor I was able to visit with the only juvenile female (17 y/o) detained in the ACJ. She told me she had been in the jail for two days. She was doing well and had no complaints. She believed that she would be going home on electronic monitoring within days.  
I observed conditions on the 1st Floor. On 1B I spoke with a large group of female individuals who told me that that while the food has improved, ventilation is an issue. One female complained that there was mold in the shower and that the jail used a pressure washer to get rid of the mold and she didn’t think that that was sufficient to address the issue. One female complained of rats and mice particularly in the area of 106. Two females complained that the CO on duty had an issue with gay females and trans people, that he treated them differently and had them “lock in” for no reason. Another female stated “I am as gay as they come”, he ( the CO ) doesn’t have a problem with gay people. He is just a rule follower. Some females complained that there are no ladders to the bunks in the upstairs cells. Two females also complained that tablets aren’t working correctly. Everyone agreed that lockdowns are an issue and that it affects them greatly, particularly when they are occurring due to staffing. 
I also observed 1M facilities administration, intake/processing, and the school that the juveniles attend.  Regarding the physical facility all of the areas I observed were clean and I did not observe any safety concerns in the areas that I inspected. 
The one consistent and overwhelming complaint is the effect on lockdowns due to staff shortages. This board is aware that this problem needs to be resolved as soon as possible. 
